
Founded by creators of 
Apache Kafka

Provides an enterprise-ready 
distribution of Kafka

Additional features and tools-in, such 
as Schema Registry, REST Proxy, KSQL, 

etc.

Offers premium support advanced 
security features, etc.

Aimed at organizations requiring robust 
and scalable data streaming solutions

An open-source distributed event 
streaming platform

Widely adopted by various 
industries

Offers core functionalities such as 
publishing, subscribing, and storing 

streams of records

Developed by the Apache Software 
Foundation

Highly scalable, fault-tolerant, and 
distributed nature

Confluent Kafka Apache Kafka

Recommended service: Buy Linux VPS

Management
Tools

Advanced
APIs

Connector
Ecosystem

Performance

Licensing

Enterprise
Support

Provides additional 
management tools, 

monitoring, and control 
features

Offers additional APIs 
such as Schema

Registry and Kafka 
Streams

Provides core APIs for 
producing and

consuming messages

Limited management 
tools are available

Extensive connector 
ecosystem for seamless 
integration with various 

systems

Limited connector 
ecosystem and commu-

nity support

Generally provides 
enhanced performance 

and optimization

Similar performance to 
Confluent Kafka, but 

lacks some
optimization features

Provides commercial 
support, training, and 

consulting services

Limited community 
support, no commer-

cial backing

Operates under 
Apache License 2.0

Can use both Confluent 
Community License 
and Apache License

Confluent Kafka provides features like automatic schema 
management, built-in connectors and control center for 

monitoring and management of Kafka clusters.

What are some additional
features offered by Confluent Kafka?

Can I use Apache Kafka without
Confluent Kafka?

Is Confluent Kafka suitable
for all use cases?

Is Confluent Kafka an
open-source solution?

Yes, Apache Kafka can be used independently without Confluent 
Kafka. It is a scalable and highly available messaging system

capable of handling large-scale data streaming.

Confluent Kafka is suitable for use cases that require advanced 
features like schema management, real-time stream processing, 
and centralized management and monitoring. However, for basic 

use cases, Apache Kafka is often sufficient.

Although Apache Kafka is open-source, Confluent Kafka is not. Confluent 
provides a proprietary distribution of Kafka with added features, and some 

components may require a commercial Confluent license.
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